Watercolor supply list

••• 9 tubes of watercolor paints. You can decide if you want to work with cadmium or not. It’s the most brilliant of pigments, but is also too opaque for some work. If you want to wait and see, I’ll show the differences in the first class. Winsor paints are great, but their Cotman brand will work for learning and is much cheaper.

1. Cadmium Yellow pale or similar (azo yellow or a hue)

2. Cadmium Red medium or similar (napthol red or a hue)

3. Alizarin Crimson

4. Winsor Green blue shade (pthalo green)

5. Winsor Purple

6. Cerulean Blue or Manganese Blue

7. French Ultramarine or prussian blue

8. Burnt Umber

9. Burnt Sienna

••• Some nice soft full pointy brushes and at least one big flat brush for large washes. Synthetic is great and much less expensive than the sable brushes. Have at least one that is very large like a 10 or 12. They can be long or short handled, but most prefer short. You can begin with just one and get more as you see what they can do.

••• A good plastic palette with little cubbies around the sides for paint and several mixing areas in the middle. I like to have dividers in the middle to make 4 or 6 mixing areas.

••• An eye dropper or baby nose bulb for moving water easily.


The following IS NOT FOR ANY TOONS class.

••• One of the following watercolor paper setups. They’re in order of my preference. Call with questions. 

1. Stretcher frame and stapled version

a. A wooden stretcher frame (typically used for stretching canvas), using 2 28” bars and 2 20” bars for a frame that is a 28x20 inch rectangle. No canvas, just the wood frame.

b. A staple gun. I like the electric kind.

c. Full sized watercolor paper sheets (22” x 30”)

2. Drawing board and Tape version. Any size you like. Research papers and sizes that you want to paint on. You can get full sized and cut in half for 11 x 15 sheets, or you can buy 16 x 20 sheets. You can also get a pad in several sizes.

a. Clean drawing board or plastic coated ½ in. foam core board at least 4 inches larger than your largest paper size. (16 x 20 will work for full size paper that’s been cut in half)

b. Gummed brown/kraft paper packaging tape. (Staples should have it) or, if you are using a piece of smooth plywood or the foam core, you can use staples

c. Sponge for the tape

3. Block of pre-stretched paper. This is a special pad of smaller sized wc paper that supposedly has been stretched before gluing to the pad. It has been glued on all four sides, and will stay put until you remove it with a palette knive after finishing your painting. They will still wrinkle as you paint, though. Especialy with a lot of wet painting techniques. For small paper and dry techniques they’re great.

